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MEDIA ADVISORY 
Macedonian Processed Vegetables Exporters Exhibit at the World’s Largest Food Trade Fair
USAID, a part of the U.S. Mission to Macedonia, is investing in economic growth in the country by assisting individual agribusinesses to increase their competitiveness and productivity, and successfully and sustainably enter new markets for value added agriculture-based products. Through its AgBiz Program, USAID is supporting eleven Macedonian vegetable processing exporters including Bonum Plus; Vipro; Tehnoalat Komerc; Konimex; Univerzal-promet; Dentina; Ksenos; Lars; Dim Komerc; Medium –eksport and Altra to exhibit their products at the International Trade Fair for Food and Beverages “ANUGA 2009” being held from the 10th to the 14th of October 2009 in Koln, Germany. 

“Thanks to USAID and its AgBiz Program, this is the third time that we have been able to participate in this important international trade fair. ANUGA is the main communication and purchasing platform for food industry companies in Europe, and therefore is very important for Macedonian vegatable processors. The last Fair was visited by more then 160,000 people from 174 countries, and this year  6,000 suppliers will be exibiting at ANUGA with the world’s largest range of food products and beverages. ANUGA involves ten specialised trade fairs.“ said Sasho Risteski, the AgBiz Processed Vegatables Value Chain Contactor Representative.  
The objective of exhibiting at ANUGA is the effective promotion of Macedonian agribusiness products, strengthening the business relations of Macedonian export oriented companies from the processed foods sector with EU and worldwide customers and increasing exports of the Macedonian processed vegetables products offered at the Fair.
To date USAID’s AgBiz Program has provided support to 167 agribusinesses to improve their export competitiveness and thereby sustainably expand their exports. AgBiz is supporting 20 large export focused agribusiness expansion projects, and to date has completed 84 activities such as trade fairs, study tours and workshops, and has developed technical materials that help Macedonian agribusinesses to become more competitive in regional and global markets. 
NOTE TO EDITORS: 
The American people, through USAID, have invested nearly $500 million in Macedonia since 1993. USAID is implementing projects that create jobs, reduce corruption, and prepare Macedonian students for the workforce. These initiatives improve the quality of life and support Macedonia’s transition to a stable and prosperous democracy. USAID provides economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries. For more information please visit http://macedonia.usaid.gov.[image: image3.jpg]AgBiz Program




