FOOD- TECH 2008 Food Technology Fair in Istanbul, Turkey

January 25th – 29th, 2008

In January 2008 eight Macedonian firms, all members of the Macedonian Association of Processors (MAP), and their representative participated in a technology transfer focused Study Tour that included visiting the FOOD- TECH 2008 Food Technology Fair in Istanbul, Turkey (www.foodtechistanbul.com).

Due to the increasing demand for valued added foods and price pressure from large retailers, food processing companies need to utilize new technologies and highly productive machinery to increase their product range, and production throughput and efficiency, and therefore their competitiveness. The Turkish food technology industry is the most modern in the region, driven by the rapid growth of the Turkish food industry and its demand for modern food processing technology. 
USAID’s AgBiz Program recognized this need, and with the Macedonian Association of Processors (MAP) organized a five-day Study Tour that included a visit to the FOOD-TECH Fair, trade visits and Business to Business meetings. The FOOD-TECH Fair provided representatives of Macedonian food processing companies an opportunity to see and understand Turkish machinery and technology that will achieve high food quality standards and good operating efficiency. 

Achievements:

· Visited three Turkish private companies, leaders in their own sectors; “Bigtem” the leader in food processing engineering, design and manufacturing, located in Istanbul; Olive and Vegetable Processing Company “Idonya” and seed production company “Neobi” both from Izmir;
· 5 contacts were made with companies supplying raw materials; 
· A pre-contract was signed worth $140,000; and 

· Participants found new technology and equipment to enhance their processing.
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