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USAID helps Macedonian agribusinesses become more competitive by improving their access to finance

On March 27, 2008, the USAID Agribusiness (AgBiz) project unveiled its Agribusiness Finance Manual that outlines a range of alternative sources of financing and investment for Macedonian agribusinesses.
The process of securing cost- and terms-effective financing for agribusinesses can often be complex and lengthy. The purpose of the manual is to simplify the process by providing a clear explanation of the range of financing products and services available in Macedonia. It is intended to better educate business owners on the types of financing most appropriate for their businesses, the expectations and perspective of lending institutions, and how to improve the chances of receiving financing on the best terms and conditions. Access to finance helps companies obtain the funds they need to become more competitive, grow their business and create jobs.  

“The greatest benefit of the manual is that it serves as a one-stop resource that describes the full range of available agribusiness financing,” says AgBiz Chief of Party James Maxwell. “The first section introduces institutions that provide financial products and describes these products, and the second presents alternative forms of finance important for agribusinesses.”

The USAID AgBiz project provides Macedonian agribusinesses with a range of services to enhance the competitiveness of wine, non-timber forest products (primarily wild mushrooms and barriers), table grapes, processed vegetables and fresh vegetable value chains. For more information please visit www.agbiz.com.mk .
NOTE TO EDITORS:    

The American people, through USAID, have invested nearly $500 million in Macedonia since 1993. USAID is implementing projects that create jobs, reduce corruption, and prepare Macedonian students for the workforce. These initiatives improve the quality of life and support Macedonia’s transition to a stable and prosperous democracy. USAID provides economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries. For more information please visit http://macedonia.usaid.gov.

